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DOCTRINE OF EQUALITY 


ov x2 19g 


RANK AND CONDITION, &. 


1 every age of the world power and wealth 
have been leading objects of human pur- 
ſuit ; and the wiſe and good have conſtantly 
endeavoured to counteract their influence on 
the minds of men. That Jeſus Chriſt in par- 
ticular earneſtly engaged in ſo benevolent an 
undertaking cannot be doubted by thoſe, who 
have peruſed with careful and impartial atten- 
tion the ſacred writings, which give an ac- 
coynt of his diſcourſes and behaviour, In 
this reſpect he certainly proceeded further than 
any other founder of a religious inſtitution 
has done. By examining the ſcriptures of the 
new teſtament we ſhall fee, that one great 

A2 aim 


e 


aim of his preaching and example was to 
5 bring mankind as nearly as poſſible to an 
| ; equality of rank and condition. 


Wh. Before the birth of our lord his appearance 
| had been a long time expected by the Jewiſh 
1 . nation. But they had formed fo exalted ideas 
= of the power, with which he would be in- 
veſted, and the grandeur, with which he 
. would be accompanied, that when he really 
| came amongſt them, many would not believe, 
| 


that he was the perſon, who was alluded to 
by their prophets. Even thoſe, who did re- 
ceive him in the character of the Meſſiah ex- 
pected, that notwithſtanding the meaneſs of 
=_ his birth and education he would riſe to the 
=_ poſſeſſion of great dominion. This hope ſeems 
to have had conſiderable influence on the 
minds of his choſen diſciples. He therefore 
embraced every ſuitable opportunity of cor- 
recting the error, into which they had fallen. 
When they came unto him, enquiring who is 
the greateſt in the kingdom of heaven, he 
called a little child unto him, and ſet him in 
the midſt and ſaid, verily I fay unto you ex- 
cept ye be converted and become as little chil- 
dren, ye ſhall not enter into the kingdom of 
heaven, Whoſoever therefore ſhall humble 


him- 


6 


himſelf as a little child, the ſame is greateſt 
in the kingdom of heaven. In this and other 
parts of the new teſtament the kingdom of 
heaven ſignifies the diſpenſation of the goſpel. 
Our ſaviour therefore means, that whoever 
exerciſes a humble diſpoſition has the moſt 
Juſt claim to the character of a chriſtian, It 
is equally manifeſt, that whoever defires to 
obtain a larger ſhare of power and wealth, than 
is poſſeſſed by his fellow men forfeits all title 
to ſuch an appellation. | 


The ſame doctrine is more clearly expreſſed 
on another ſimilar occaſion. Then came to 
him the mother of Zebedee's children with 
her two ſons, worſhipping him, and defiring 
a certain thing of him; and he ſaid unto her, 
what wilt thou ? ſhe faith unto him, grant, 
that theſe my two ſons may fit the one on thy 
right hand, and the other on thy left in thy 
kingdom. But Jeſus anſwered and faid; ye 
know not, what ye aſk, are ye able to drink 
of the cup, that I ſhall drink of, and to be 
baptized with the baptiſm that I am baptized 
with? They ſay, we are able. And he faith 
unto them, ye ſhall indeed drink of my cup, 
and be baptized with the baptiſm, that I am 
baptized with, but to fit on my right hand 


and 
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and on my left is not mine to give, but it ſhall 
be given to tliem, for whom it is prepared of 
my father. And when the ten heard it, they 
were moved with indignation againſt the two 
brethren. But he called them unto him, and 


ſaid, ye know, that the princes of the Gen- 


tiles exerciſe dominion over them, and they 
that are great exerciſe authority upon them, 
But it ſhall not be ſo among you; but who- 
ſoever will be great among you, let him be 


your miniſter, and whoſoever will be chief 


among you, let him be your ſervant: Even as 
the ſon of man came not to be miniſtered to, 
but to miniſter and to give his life a ranſom 
for many. After our lord had given a full 
and explicit anſwer to the queſtion propoſed 
by the wife of Zebedee, he embraced the op- 
portunity, which then offered, of informing 


them in what light he wiſhed his followers to 


regard each other. I think, that he clearly 
inculcates ſuch a degree of benevolence and 
humility, as muſt entirely prevent a difference 
of rank and condition from ever taking place 
amongſt men. If it was the duty of all to 
become ſervants to each other, how could 


they comply with this exhortation, whilſt 


there exiſted any diſtinction amongſt them. 
If none was allowed to claim or exerciſe a ſu- 


periority 


"WS 


WF 
periority over the reſt, it is plain, that they 
muſt be equal. That they might not poſſibly 
miſtake his meaning, he directs their attention 
to his own conduct. He obſerves, that he 
had never required-any homage or ſervice from 
them, but on the contrary that he had been 
employed in promoting their good, and ſhould 
at laſt loſe his life in conſequence of his bene- 
volent exertions for the welfare of mankind. 
In delivering his inſtructions to his diſciples 
on this occaſion the language of Chriſt is nei- 
ther figurative or doubtful; and I do not ſee, 
why we ſhould not underſtand his advice in 
the firſt and moſt obvious ſenſe, which offers. 


That it was the intention of our lord to 
leſſen, if not entirely aboliſh all difference of 
rank and condition amongſt men is alſo ma- 


nifeſt from various other exhortations, Which 


are deſigned in a very ſtrong and particular 
manner to diſcourage the indulgence of pride, 
ſenſuality, and covetouſneſs. He wiſhed to 
guard the multitude as well as his choſen diſ- 
ciples againſt imitating the example of the 
Scribes and Phariſees, who made broad 'their 
philacteries, and enlarged the borders of their 
garments, and loved the uppermoſt rooms at 
teaſts and chief ſeats in the ſynagogues and 

greet- 


6 
greetings in the markets, and to be called of 
men Rabbi, Rabbi. He fays, but be ye not 
called Rabbi; for one is your maſter even 
Chriſt, and all ye are brethren: And call no 
man father upon the earth, for one is your 
father, who is in heaven; neither be ye called 
maſters, for one is your maſter even Chriſt ; 
but he that is greateſt among you, ſhall be 
your ſervant ; and whoſoever ſhall exalt him- 
ſelf ſhall be abaſed, and he, that ſhall hum- 
ble himſelf, ſhall be exalted. Our lord here 
deſcribes the various ways, in which the pride 


and ſtatelineſs of the Scribes and Phariſees 
were diſplayed, and wiſhes to guard them 


againſt an imitation of their example, He 
more eſpecially warns them againſt a fondneſs 


for titles. He ſtrongly difapproves ſuch ho- 


norary and invidious marks of diſtinction, be- 
cauſe they are, he obſerves, inconſiſtent with 
that equality, which belonged to them as 
brethren, and the children of that great com- 
mon parent, who is no reſpecter of perſons. 
He concludes his exhortation on this ſubje& 
with a ſolemn aſſurance, that whoſoever ſhall 
exalt himſelf ſhall be abaſed, and he that ſhall 


humble-himſelf ſhall be exalted. . He clearly 
and poſitively declares, that tho' men ſhould 


treat with contempt and endeayour to deſtroy 
| that 


39 


that equality, which he recommended, God 
was determined to ſupport and eſtabliſh it. 
If we believe, that he ſpoke with divine au- 
thority, we cannot doubt, but that thoſe, who 
are ambitious of poſſeſſing high rank and 
great wealth, will either in this or another 
world be brought down below the poor and 
humble man. 


The paſſage, which I have now examined, 
relates to a difference of rank rather than of 
condition. But there are ſeveral diſcourſes in 
the new teſtament, from which it appears, 
that Jeſus Chriſt intended, that the worldly 
circumſtances of mankind ſhould be nearly, 
if not entirely equal. He often preſſed upon 
his followers the importance of paying a kind 
attention to the wants of the poor. When 
he was eating bread at the houſe of one of the 
chief Phariſees, he ſaid unto him, when thou 
makeſt a dinner or a ſupper, call not thy 
friends nor thy brethren, neither thy kinſmen 
nor thy rich neighbours, leſt they alſo bid 
thee again and a recompence be made thee, 
but when thou makeſt a feaſt, call the poor, 
the maimed, the lame, the blind. Perhaps 


it will be thought, that we ſhould not put a 


literal conſtruction upon theſe words; that all 
B | which 
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which they require, is, that we ſhould take 
more pleaſure in ſupplying the wants and al- 
leviating the diſtreſſes of the poor and afflicted, 
than in providing for the luxurious entertain- 
ment of our friends and relations, who do 
not ſtand in need of our ſuccour and aſſiſtance. 
But admitting this interpretation, the advice 
of our ſaviour, if ſtrictly followed, would pro- 


duce a ſtate nearer to equality than that which 


at preſent prevails amongſt men. 


As covetouſneſs is the principal cauſe of a 
neglect of the poor and diſtreſſed, and there- 
fore of inequality of circumſtances amongſt 
men, our ſaviour in a very particular manner 
admoniſhes his diſciples - againſt the commiſ- 
fion of this fin. Obſerving how much man- 
kind were addicted to it, and how great danger 
there was, that his followers would fall into 
the general practice of the world, he fays, 


take heed and beware of covetouſneſs; for a 


man's life confifteth not in the abundance of 
the things which he poſſeſſeth: and he ſpake 
a parable unto them, ſaying, the ground of a 
certain rich man brought forth plentifully, 
and he thought within himſelf, faying, what. 
ſhall I do, becauſe I have no room, where to 
beſtow my fruits, and he ſaid, this will I do, 

I 


I will pull down my barns, and build greater, 
and there will I beſtow all my fruits and my 
goods, and I will ſay to my ſoul, ſoul, thou 
haſt much goods laid up for many years, take 
- thine eaſe, cat, drink, and be merry. But 
God ſaid unto him, thou fool, this night ſhall 
thy ſoul be required of thee, then whoſe ſhall 
thoſe things. be, which thou haſt provided? 
So is every one, that layeth up treaſure for 
himſelf, and is not rich towards God. A love 
of eaſe and a deſire of ſenſual pleaſures are 
here repreſented as the general motives to the 
accumulation of great wealth, But there is 
a more ſordid and abſurd kind of avarice than 
this, which has for its object the hoarding up 
riches without any intention of enjoying them, 
and is therefore more deſerving of reprobation, 
However we ſee from this parable, that an in- 
dolent and luxurious life is by no means inno- 
cent. The folly of purſuing riches for the 
attainment of ſuch an end is deſcribed here by 
our ſaviour in a very ſtriking manner, and if 
the object, which he had in view could be 
obtained, one great obſtruction to the practice 
of the doctrine under examination would be 
entirely removed. If a deſire of acquiring 
wealth for the purpoſe of living in eaſe and 
luxury ceaſed to operate on the minds of men, 
B 2 the 
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the fruits of their induſtry and care would be 
employed for the good of others, and the ge- 

neral circumſtances of the world would be 

rendered more equal and comfortable, 


Iwill now direct your attention to a paſſage 
which ſpeaks ſtill more ſtrongly in favour 
of the doctrine, which we are examining. 
When Jeſus was gone forth into the way, there 
came one running, and kneeled before him, 
and aſked him, good maſter, what ſhall I do 
that I may inherit eternal life ? And Jeſus faid 
unto him, why calleſt thou me good? There 
is none good but one, that is, God. Thou 
knoweſt the commandments: Do not com- 
mit adultery, do not kill, do not ſteal, do not 
bear falſe witneſs, defraud not, honour thy 
father and mother, and he anſwered, and faid 
unto him, Maſter, all theſe have T obſerved 
from my youth. Then Jeſus beholding him 
loved him and ſaid unto him, one thing thou 
lackeſt, go thy way, ſell whatſoever thou haſt 
and give to the poor, and thou ſhalt have trea- 
ſure in heaven, and come and take up the croſs 
and follow me; and he was ſad at that faying 
and went away grieved, for he had great poſe 
ſeſſions. Could any words give a more pow- 
erful impreſſion of the ſinfulneſs of - riches ? 

| AR , They 


51 


They clearly ſhew, that the poſſeſſion of great 


wealth is utterly incompatible with cheriſhing 
upon good ground the hope of obtaining eter- 
nal life. Our ſaviour abſolutely inſiſts upon 
the ſale of all his worldly ſubſtance as a con- 
dition of granting ſuch a privilege. Though 


he loved him for ſeveral good diſpoſitions, by 


which he was diſtinguiſhed, yet he would not 
alter the terms of ſalvation. We cannot rea- 
ſonably ſuppoſe, that Jeſus Chriſt meant, that 
this candidate for everlaſting happineſs ſhould 
apply to the uſe of the poor all the money 
arifing from the ſale of his eſtate. But it 
would 'be- abſurd to imagine, that when he 
required him to diſpoſe of the whole, he did 
not expect him to devote a large proportion of 
it to ſuch a purpoſe. It appears plain to me, 
that our ſaviour on this occaſion deſigned to 
inculcate the doctrine of equality of condition. 
Unleſs we are determined to pervert his lan- 
guage, we muſt allow, that he conſidered it 
as a fin to be rich, But if we admit this, it 
follows, that it muſt be wrong to poſſeis a 
larger ſhare of worldly ſubſtance, than others 
enjoy. For I do not know, how we can 
more accurately define a rich man, than a per- 
ſon, Who has a greater portion of the out- 
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ward bleſſings of life, than uſually falls to the 


lot of any individual. 
Beſides, the following part of the diſcourſe 


of Chriſt with his diſciples plainly ſhews, that 


the poſſeſſion of large worldly ſubſtance is in- 
conſiſtent with the hopes of a chriſtian. When 
the rich man refuſed to comply with the terms 
propoſed by our lord, he made this reflection, 
how hardly ſhall they, that have riches, enter 
into the kingdom of God. Perceiving, that 
his diſciples were aſtoniſhed at his words, he 
proceeded to explain the cauſe of the difficulty. 
He anſwered. again, and ſaid unto. them, how + 
hard is it for them, that truſt in riches to en- 
ter into the kingdom of God. He told them, 
that rich men place ſuch a degree of confi- 
dence in their great wealth as is inconſiſtent 
with that religious temper, which it is the 
chief deſign of the goſpel to inculcate and pro- 
duce. That he might more deeply impreſs 
their minds with the wickedneſs and danger 
of poſſeſſing great riches, he made uſe of this 
ſtrong figure: It is caſter for a camel to go 
thro the eye of a needle, than for a rich man 
to enter into the kingdom of God. This de- 
claration encreaſed their amazement. They 


were aſtoniſhed out of meaſure, ſaying among 


themſelves, who then can be ſaved. And 
Jeſus 


is 


Jeſus looking upon them faith, with men it 
is impoſſible, but not with God, for with 


God all things are poſſible. He aſſured them, 
that without divine aſſiſtance rich men could 
not make that reſignation of their wealth, 
which is requiſite for becoming a true chriſ- 
tian. No believer in the goſpel, who has 
large worldly poſſeſſions, I think, can with 
due attention read this paſſage of ſeripture 
without feeling ſerious alarm and concern. 
He can ſcarcely fail of perceiving, that he 
muſt either relinquiſh all expectation of eter- 
nal life and happineſs, or diſtribute a very con- 
fiderable proportion of his worldly fubſtance 
amongſt the poor. But if he be ſo wiſe as to 
make choice of the latter alternative, what 
will be the conſequence? Will not the great 
inequality of condition, which his wealth has 
produced, immediately ceaſe. So that if the 
end of our ſaviour in this diſcourſe was to be 
anſwered, very little or no difference of out- 


ward circumſtances would remain amongſt 
men. | 


The parable of the rich man and Lazarus 
alſo illuſtrates in a moſt ſtriking and con- 
vincing manner, how very contrary an inequa- 
lity of condition is to the leading views of the 

goſ- 
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(46) 
goſpel. It was more immediately deſigned 
for the uſe and reproof of the Phariſees, Jeſus 
Chriſt had been juſt remarking, that a ſtrong 
defire of riches, and a real love of God cannot 
poſſibly reſide in the ſame breaſt. He had 
faid to his diſciples, no man can ſerve two 
maſters. For either he will hate the one, and 
love the other, or elſe he will hold to the one 
and deſpiſe the other. Ye cannot ſerve God 
and Mammon. We are told, that the Pha- 
riſees alſo, who were covetous, heard theſe 
things, and they derided him, It is therefore 
reaſonable to believe, that our ſaviour was de- 
ſirous of convincing them more [eſpecially of 
the great guilt and extreme danger of becom- 
ing .rich, when he delivered this parable. 
There was a certain rich man, who was 
clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared 
ſumptuouſly every day: And there was a cer- 
tain beggar, named Lazarus, who was laid 
at his gate, full of ſores and deſiring to be fed 
with the crumbs, which fell from the rich 
man's table, Moreover the dogs came and 
licked his ſores. And it came to paſs, that 
the beggar died, and was carried by the an- 
gels into Abraham's boſom. The rich man 
alſo died and was buried ; and in hell he lifted 
up his eyes being in torments, and ſeeth Abra- 

ham 


„ 


bam afar off, and Lazarus in his boſom. And 
he cried and faid, father Abraham, have mercy 
on me and ſend Lazarus, that he may dip the 
tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue, 
for I am tormented in this flame. But Abra- 
ham ſaid unto him, ſon, remember, that thou 
in thy life time receivedſt thy good things and 
likewiſe Lazarus evil things, but now he is 
comforted and thou art tormented; and be- 
ſides all this, between us and you there is a 
great gulf fixed, fo that they, who would paſs 
from hence to you cannot, neither can they 
paſs to us, who would come from thence. 
Then he ſaid, I pray thee therefore, that thou 
would ſend him to my father's houſe, for I 
have five brethren, that he may teſtify unto 
them, leſt they alſo come into this place of 
torment, Abraham faith unto him, they have 
Moſes and the prophets, let them hear them: 
And he faid, nay father Abraham, but, if one 
went unto them from the dead, they will re- 
pent : And he faid unto him, if they hear not 
Moſes and the prophets, neither will they be 
perſuaded, tho' one roſe from the dead. 

The different portions of the two characters 
here mentioned are determined by a regard to 
their reſpective conditions in this world. The 
rich man is condemned to a place of torment, 

C becauſe 


becauſe in his life time he received his good 
things; that is, becauſe he was rich. But 
Lazarus is conveyed to a place of reſt and 
comfort, becauſe he had endured the hard- 
ſhips of poverty. Does it not then ſhew a 
degree of folly approaching nearly to madneſs 
to be deſirous of becoming rich; or in other 
words of poſſeſſing a larger ſhare of the good 
things of life, than the generality of mankind 
enjoy. Can we after peruſing this parable 
doubt, whether Jeſus Chriſt ſtrongly diſap- 
proved inequality of circumſtances amongſt 
men? Perhaps it will be ſaid, that the ſuffer- 
ings of the rich man in hell were incurred by 
living in luxury, eaſe, and magnificence, and 
neglecting the poor. But, for the ſake of ar- 
gument admitting this, is not ſuch a courſe 
of life the common and almoſt neceſſary con- 
ſequence of poſſeſſing large worldly ſubſtance: 
When we maturely confider the frailty of hu- 
man nature, and the ſtrong temptations to 
pride, indolence, and luxury, which great 
wealth brings along with it, does there appear 
to be any full ſecurity from the commiſſion of 
thoſe ſins, which occafioned the condemna- 
tion and final ruin of the rich man, but deſ- 
cending from high rank and affluent circum- 
ſtances into the middle ſtation of liſe? Does 
not 
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not our lord plainly intimate, that the inno- 
cence and ſalvation of mankind depend upon 
diveſting themſelves of their wealth and re- 

ducing the doctrine of equality of condition 
into practice? 


Moreover the doctrine, which we are 
examining, will appear to be more fully 
eſtabliſned, if we peruſe with attention the 


deſcription, which is given by Jeſus Chriſt, 


of the proceedings of the laſt day. All proſ- 
peas of future happineſs are repreſented as 
depending upon the compaſſionate attention, 
which is paid to the wants and diſtreſſes of the 
poor and afflicted, and upon the deſtruction of 
that difference of rank and condition, which 
is too prevalent in the world. 


The doctrine, which appears to be incul- 
cated in ſeveral diſcourſes of Jeſus Chriſt, 
which I have been examining, will be found 
to derive confiderable ſupport from an atten- 
tion to his temper and conduct. If he de- 
clined the poſſeſſion of great power and riches, 
and was eminently diſtinguiſhed by the exer- 
ciſe of benevolence and humility, we ſhall be 
furniſhed with additional proof, that a differ- 
ence of rank and condition is contrary to the 
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tention and principles of his religion. With 

this view we will therefore examine the life of 

Jeſus Chriſt in all its leading circumſtances. 
from the time of his birth to the time of his 

departure out of this world. 


Thoſe, who believe in the pre-exiſtence of 
our lord muſt acknowledge, that by coming 
upon earth he diſplayed a very extraordinary 
degree of humility and benevolence. But they 
muſt be convinced, that by making choice of 
the rank and condition, in which he appear- 
ed, he teſtified a ſtill more marked diſlike, and 
contempt of worldly riches and grandeur. 
Thoſe alſo, who regard him as a man endued 
by God with ſupernatural power and wiſdom, 
muſt admit, that if he had approved that in- 
inequality, which prevails in the world, he 
could with eaſe have riſen to a higher ſtate, 
than' thaf, in which he was born and edu- 
cated, But no temptations could induce him 
to change his condition. The devil took him 
up into an exceedingly high mountain and 
ſhewed him all the kingdoms of the world 
and the glory of them, and ſaid unto him, all 
theſe things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall 
down and worſhip. me. Then faid Jeſus unto 
him, get thee hence, ſatan, for it is written, 
thou 


n 


thou ſhalt worſhip the lord thy God, and him 
only ſhalt thou ſerve. His heavenly father 
with a view of teſtifying his approbation of 
his conduct ſent angels, who miniſtered unto 
him. This ſtrong diſlike and contempt of 
thoſe objects, from the poſſeſſion of which 
inequality of rank and condition ariſes, con- 
ſtantly accompanied our lord throughout the 
remaining part of his life. Did he on any 
occaſion ſeek the notice and ſociety of the rich 
and great? On the contrary, was he not the 
conſtant companion of the poor and afflicted ? 
Did he not. ſpend the chief part of his time 
amongſt: perſons of low condition? With 
them did he not converſe principally, and in 
the moſt familiar manner? He has given us 
a very clear idea of the poverty, and hardſhip 
of his ſituation, when he obſerves, the foxes 
have holes, and the birds of the air have neſts, 
but the ſon of man hath not where to lay his 
head, Doubtleſs that almighty Being, who 
had given him wiſdom” and power without 
meaſure, could have raiſed him to the moſt 
elevated rank, and affluent circumſtances, if 
he had applied for ſuch a demonſtration' of his 
regard, But he thought proper to remain in 
his preſent condition, and by this means pre- 
ſerved conſiſtency betwixt his inſtructions and 

example. 
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example. The laſt act of humility, which he 
performed, was condeſcending to waſh the 
feet of his diſciples, at the ſame time exhort- 
ing them to an imitation of his conduct. 


To ſhew, that I have not miſtaken the de- 
ſign of the preaching and example of Jeſus 
Chriſt, I appeal to the opinion and writings 
of thoſe, who had an opportunity of ſeeing 
and converſing with him, or received an ac- 
count of his diſcourſes and behaviour from 
thoſe, who enjoyed ſuch a privilege. All, 
who were commiſſioned to preach the doc- 
trines of his goſpel, but more eſpecially the 
apoſtle Paul, frequently directed their diſ- 
courſe againſt thoſe diſpoſitions, and practices, 
by which an inequality of rank and condition 


is produced. Their writings abound with 


admonitions againſt the indulgence of pride, 
ayarice, and a love of pleaſure, The profeſ- 
ſors of the goſpel are commanded not to mind 
high things, but to condeſcend to men of low 
eſtate, to be ſubje& one to another, and to be 
clothed with humility. They are alſo exhort- 
ed to be pitiful, to bear one another's burdens, 
and not to ſeek their own, but each other's 
good, Moreover they are enjoined, not to 
make proviſion for the fleſh to fulfil the luſts 
thereof, Nor 
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Nor was ſuch doctrine inculcated in vain. 
So much were the firſt converts to chriſtianity 
impreſſed with the belief, that it was their 
duty to avoid as much as poſſible all difference 
of rank and condition, that they came to an 0 
unanimous determination to throw all their | | 
worldly ſubſtance into one common ſtock for 5 
their general benefit and ſupport. The firſt 
example of this kind occurred at Jeruſalem 
very ſoon after the commencement of the mi- 
niſtry of the apoſtles. About three thouſand 
perſons were converted at one time; and all 
that believed were together, and had all things 
common, and fold their poſſeſſions and their 
goods and parted them to all men, as every 
one had need. Their opinion was immedi- 
ately adopted, and their example followed by 
other chriſtians. The multitude of them, 
that believed, were of one heart, and of one 
ſoul, neither faid any of them that ought of 
the things, they poſſeſſed, was his own, but 
they had all things common, neither was 
there any among them that lacked, for as 
many of them as were poſſeſſors of land or 
houſes ſold and laid them at the apoſtles feet, 
and diſtribution was made unto every man ac- 
cording as he had need. It has been ſaid, that 
a community of goods is not here command- 
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ed; nor is it forbidden. Nay it is evidently” 
encouraged : for if the apoſtles had diſapproved 
the practice, they would not have ſuffered the 
multitude to lay their effects at their feet, and 
to make diſtribution of them amongſt the moſt. 
neceſſitous. This paſſage appears to me to 
give much ſanction to the doctrine of equality 
of condition. But the apoſtle Paul writes till 
more decidedly in its favour. When he is 
urging the Corinthians to the practice of li- 
berality towards their ſuffering fellow chriſti- 
ans, he endeavours in a very particular man- 
ner to give them a juſt notion of this virtue. 
He ſays, I mean not, that others be caſed and 
you burdened, - but by an equality that now at 
this time your abundance may be a ſupply for 
their want, and their abundance may be a ſup- 
ply for your want, that there may be an equa- 
lity, If the doctrine, which we are examin- 
ing, be not clearly recommended in theſe 
words, I confeſs, that I am totally ignorant 
of their ſignification. 


Another argument in ſupport of the doc- 
trine under examination may be drawn from 
the reception or oppoſition, which chriſtianity 
has met with from perſons in different ranks 
and conditions of life. At the commence- 

| ment 
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ment of his miniſtry Jeſus Chriſt obſerved, 
that to the poor the goſpel was preached: 
And it is an undoubted fact, that by them it 
was chiefly embraced. The common people 
every where heard him gladly and were con- 
verted in great number. The obſervance of 
their ſtrong attachment to our ſaviour made 
ſo powerſul an impreſſion upon the minds of 
the chief prieſts and elders of Iſrael, that they 
were afraid openly to inſult or apprehend 
him. He continued teaching daily in the 
temple ; but the chief prieſts and the ſcribes, 
and the rulers of the people ſought to deſtroy 
him, but could not tell what to do; for all 
the people were hanging upon him with at- 
tention. Nor would his enemies have been 
able to execute their wicked purpoſe, if they 
had not by money tempted one of his diſciples 
to betray him in the abſence of the multitude. 
The apoſtles likewiſe were moſt ſucceſsful in 
preaching the goſpel among perſons of the 
loweſt claſs, They had favour with all the 
people. But they were oppoſed and perſecuted 
by the leading men of the nation; When 
Peter and John began to repeat thoſe glad 
tidings, which their maſter had publiſhed, 
they were firſt interrupted and/ impriſoned by 
the prieſts, the captain of the temple, and the 
D Sad- 
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Sadducees. This inſult was ſuffered, while 
they were ſpeaking unto the people. And the 
following day they were carried before the 
rulers of the people, the elders, the ſcribes, 
the high prieſt and all his relations, and were 
commanded not to ſpeak at all, or teach in 
the name of Jeſus. I could produce other 
examples of the oppoſition, which was made 
to the progreſs of chriſtianity by the rich and 
great in the firſt ages after its publication. But 
the facts, which I have now related, are ſuf - 
ficient to ſhew, that while the goſpel was 
highly acceptable to the common people, it 
was generally rejected by perſons of high rank 
and in affluent circumſtances. But why did 
it make fo contrary an impreſſion on the minds 
of men in different conditions? I do not ſee 
any way of accounting for this fact in fo ſatis- 
factory a manner, as by aſcribing it to theinflu- 
ence of the doctrine we are examining. The 
rich'and great could not think of refigning their 
wealth and - grandeur for the promiſes of the 
goſpel, and therefore treated it with neglect, 
or contempt. One example of this kind is 
recorded by the evangeliſt. _ I have had occa- 
ſion to take notice of the conduct of a perſon, 
who refuſed to comply with the terms, on 
which eternal life was offered, becauſe he had 

| great 


e 

great poſſeſſions. On the contrary the poor 
obſerving, how favourable chriſtianity is to 
their intereſt joyfully embraced it, wherever 
its conſolatory and bleſſed truths were preach- 
ed. If the obſervation, which I have naw 
made reſpecting the reception or oppoſition, 
which chriſtianity has met with from perſons 
in different ranks and conditions of life, does 
not afford poſitive proof, that the doctrine, 
which we are examining, was inculcated by 
Jeſus Chriſt, and his apoſtles,” it certainly fur- 
niſhes very ſtrong preſumptive evidence in its 
favour. 


The arguments in ſupport of an equality of 


rank and condition amongſt men, which have 
now been drawn from the diſcourſes, writings, 
and conduct of Jeſus Chriſt and his apoſtles, 
appear. to me entirely concluſive. Perhaps 
this queſtion might have been decided in a 
ſhorter manner. At leaſt, I think it proper, 


before I proceed, to enlarge upon one obſer- 


vation, which I have made, more diſtinctly 
and particularly than I have yet done. In 
other paſſages of the new teſtament beſides 
thoſe, which I have mentioned, a love of 
riches or money is repreſented as directly op- 
ne to the deſign of chriſtianity, and as de- 
f D 2 ſtructive 
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ſtructive of all hopes of eternal life and hap- 
pineſs. We are aſſured, that they, who. will 
be rich, fall into temptation and a ſnare, and 
into many fooliſh and hurtful luſts, which 
drown men in deſtruction: and perdition.— 
Now if mankind were induced by ſuchaffect- 
ing conſiderations as theſe to abandon the idea 
of being rich, would not an equality of con- 
dition follow as a neceſſary conſequence ? 
Would not the ſuperfluities of the wealthy 
ſupply the wants of the poor, and raiſe them 
to a level with thoſe, who are in the middle 
ſtation of life ? 


I expect, that attempts will be made to 
evade the force of the reaſoning, which has 
been employed in ſupport of the doctrine un- 


der examination. It may be alledged, that at 


the publication of the goſpel it was neceſſary, 
that its profeſſors ſhould ſometimes reſign their 
worldly ſubſtance for the advancement of their 
religion, but that in ſucceeding ages, when 
chriſtianity became more generally profeſſed 
and eſtabliſhed, ſuch ſacrifices were neither 


required or expedient. I am apprehenſive, 


that this conſtruction is deſigned to excuſe 


and juſtify the exerciſe of pride and ſelfiſh- 


neſs, and a love of eaſe and ſenſual enjoy- 


ments, 
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ments, rather than to give the true meaning 
of ſcripture on this ſubject. I do not; ſee; 
why we ſhould not underſtand our lord in the 
firſt and moſt obvious ſenſe, which offers, and 
apply his doctrine: to all, who embrace his 
religion. For if we put a literal interpreta- 
tion upon his diſcourſes, and the writings of 
his apoſtles, upon ſtrict and impartial enquiry 
we ſhall find, that it is perfectly agreeable to 
the principles of reaſon and benevolence. I 
hope to prove, that the doctrine of an equa- 
lity of rank and condition 1s right both in 
principle and in practice. 


That'it is founded on right principle may 
be eaſily ſhewn. It is plain, that a certain 
portion of worldly ſubſtance is neceſſary for 
the comfortable ſupport of man, and that in 
the divine benevolence every one, being alike 
the creature of his power, has an equal claim 
to ſuch a ſhare. But do not thoſe, who with 
to poſſeſs a larger quantity of the outward: ac- 
commodations of life than the reſt of man- 
kind, attempt to deſtroy this title, and to 
counteract the purpoſes of providence. May 
we not therefore conclude that whoever ſtrives 
to become rich, and by this conduct to diſ- 
turb equality of condition amongſt men, is 
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chargeable with injuſtice towards his fellow 
creatures, and with an oppoſition to the views 
of the divine government. 


The doctrine, in ſupport of which I am 
arguing, is not only right in principle, but 
highly beneficial, when carried into practice. 
It will be found to conduce to the moral per- 
fection and happineſs of the rich and great as 
well as of thoſe, who are placed in the loweſt 
ſituation of life. 


We will firſt examine what influence the 
doctrine of equality, when carried into prac- 
tice, is likely to have upon the rich and 
great. | | 
One remark, which I would make for this 
purpoſe, is, that it will conduce to their mo- 
ral perfection and happineſs by ſecuring them 
from the pernicious effects of many ſinful diſ- 
poſitions, enjoyments, and purſuits, We ſhall 
be convinced, that a love of great power and 
wealth is immoral and hurtful, if we reflect, 
for what purpoſes they are wanted and pur- 
ſued. Does not the poſſeſſion of theſe objects 
uſually render men proud and overbearing ? 
Every perſon ſees and feels, that great riches 
give conſequence in ſociety, and it is ſcarcely 

poſſible 
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poſſible to avoid being unduly elated” by the 
deference and ſubmiſſion, which are paid by 
thoſe, who are placed in inferior fituations: 
Was it ever known, that any one became more 
meek and humble in conſequence of his eleva- 
tion from indigent to affluent circumſtances ? 
Is it not probable, that the fame proud and 
aſpiring diſpoſition, which led him to wiſh for 
great wealth, will be ſtill more nouriſhed, 
when the object of his deſire is obtained ? ' 

Inequality of condition amongſt men, which 
raiſes ſome above others, furniſhes alſo great 
temptations to diſſipation and licentiouſneſs. 
The gratifications, which riches procure, are 
adapted only to the lower part of our nature: 
And an abundance of the good things of life 
Has an evident tendency to encreaſe our love of 
ſenſual indulgences. But it not only excites 
irregular inclinations; it affords hkewiſe the 
means of gratifying them. As plenty gener- 
ally begets exceſs, ſo does it likewiſe enable a 
man to indulge his depraved appetites in what- 
ever way he pleaſes. Does not then a defire 
of affluent circumſtances ſhew a mind not ſuf- 
ficiently attentive to the temptations to luxu- 
ry, which uſually attend the poſſeſſion of them? 
Do not the rich and great often diſcoyer a 
fondneſs for ſenſual enjoyments, which enfee- 

wt ble 
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ble and debaſe the mind, and ſpoil its taſte 
for every rational, manly, benevolent, _—_ wal 
votional exerciſe ? 

If the doctrine of equality of clnk and cori- 
dition were generally embraced” and carried 
into practice, it would likewiſe preſerve men 
from that undue ſelfiſhneſs of temper; which 
is a qfceſlary conſequence of labouring to be 
rich. When a defire of great wealth once 
takes poſſeſſion of the mind, it gives it a nar- 
row and contracted turn. The views of men 
then terminate in themſelves, and their hearts 
grow hardened againſt the calls of humanity. 
Could they relieve the neceffities of the poor 
without diminiſhing their wealth, perhaps they 
might do it. But as ſuch an act of compaſ- 
fion interferes with the great object of thelt 
purſuit, - they generally in an unfeeling manner 
ſhut the door againſt every child of want. 
Thus wrapt up within themſelves do they be- 
come deaf to all the cries of poverty and diſ- 
treſs, Nor, I fear, does the evil end here. 
When an eager purſuit of riches has ſteeled 
the heart againſt the tender emotions of pity, 
we muſt not be ſurprized, if it leads to the 
moſt flagrant acts of diſhoneſty and oppreſ- 
ſion. It would be no difficult matter to fur- 
niſh examples of perſons, who to amaſs large 

worldly 
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worldly ſubſtance, will even grind the face of 
the poor. 

Another way, in which the doctrine we are 
conſidering will tend to improve the moral and 
religious character of men, is by preventing 
them from placing too gteat dependence upon 
their riches. | To thoſe, ' who are poſſeſſed of 
wealth, it is a ſtrong city, and as a high wall 
in their own conceit. 'They find, that with 
money they can procure every gratification, 
which this world furniſhes. They therefore 


make gold their hope; they ſay unto the fine 
gold, thou art my confidence. They truſt in 


uncertain riches, inſtead. of the living God. 


They forget that almighty and gracious Being, 
in whom they live, move, and have their ex- 


iſtence, Though it be their duty to acknow- 
ledge him in all their ways, they ſeldom wor- 
ſhip him in public, in their families, or in 
their cloſets, - I fear, that the rich and great 


feel their minds but little impreſſed by a ſenſe 


of religion, and are chiefly diſtinguiſhed by 
their pride, ſenſuality, and avarice. But if the 
conditions. of men were equa], their ſhare of 
the outward bleſſings of life would not be ſo 
large, as to tempt them to place an undue 
confidence in what they poſſeſſed. 
Moreover if the circumſtances of all 
| We men 
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men were the ſame, they would not be in 


much danger of ſetting their affections on the 
riches and honours of this: world in ſuch a 
degree as to forget their everlaſting concerns 


in a future ſtate, . They would not be ſo apt 
to conſider the preſent ſtate as their proper 
home. Inſtead of laying up for themſelves 
deute upon earth, they would have their 
converſation in heaven. - -- 

If an equality of rank and condition among 
men were therefore to take place, it appears, 
that it would preſerve them from many ſinful 


diſpoſitions, gratifications, and - purſuits,. and 


tend to advance their improvement in virtue 
and piety. Andean we conceive of an ob- 
jeR the attainment. of which would be of 
greater importance? Whatever promotes the 
moral perfection of man, muſt produce the 


moſt valuable advantage, which he can poſ- 


fibly receive. For this is the moſt ſure and 
effectual means of encreafing his capacity for 
happineſs. By the eſtabliſhment of good 
moral habits in his mind he will be prepared 
for enjoying the higheſt felicity, which this 
or another. world can furniſh. And I hope, 
that it has been clearly ſhewn, that the intro- 
duction of an equality of rank and condition 
3 e away every degree of 
temp- 
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temptation to many indulgences and purſuits, 
which have a certain tendency to corrupt and 
debaſe human nature. Can the rich and great 
therefore, conſiſtently with a proper regard for 
their own intereſt, heſitate to adopt a meaſure, 
which removes them out of the influence of 
ſo much fin and folly, and fo greatly advances 

their moral perfection and happineſs? ? 
Another conſiderable recommendation of 
this doctrine is, that it will not deprive per- 
ſons in affluent circumſtances of any of the 
ſolid comforts and pleaſures of life. He, who 
in conſequence of his deeper knowledge of 
human nature, and- happineſs ſpake as man 
never ſpake, has obſerved, that a man's life 
conſiſteth not in the abundance of the things, 
which he poſſeſſeth. The real conveniences, 
and pleaſures of the preſent tate lie within 
a much ſmaller compaſs than is generally im- 
agined, The natural wants of men are eaſily 
ſupplied. Plain, wholeſome, and ſubſtantial 
food may be procured at ſmall expence. And 
to provide for the outward-accommodation of 
the body no large ſum is required. Conve- 
nient houſes, and warm clothing are fufficient 
to protect it from the inclemency of the wea- 
ther. And whoover poſſeſſes the things, which 
1 . now mentioned, enjoys evety ſolid out- 
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ward comfort in an equal degree with the moſt 
wealthy perſon upon earth. If men ſuffer 


their imaginations to carry them further and 
to fill their minds with a deſire of | eaſe, lux- 
ury, elegance, and grandeur, their real enjoy- 
ments will not be encreaſed by the gratifica- 
tion of their wiſhes,” In regard to all other 
ſatisfactions of life, they belong to all condi- 
tions alike. Health of body, peace of mind, 
public eſteem, private friendſhip, moral worth, 
religious principles, divine favour, and the 
hope of future happineſs are bleſſings, which 
may be enjoyed by perſons in the loweſt, as 
well as in the moſt affluent circumſtances. 

From the obſervations, which have now 
been made, it appears, that the great and rich 
would be no ſufferers, if an equality of rank 
and condition were to take place. On the 
contrary it has been ſhewn, that ſuch a change 
would contribute in no ſmall degree to their 
moral perfection and happineſs. 


We will now confider what effect the doc- 
trine under examination will produce: upon 
thoſe, who are placed in low and indigent 
circumſtances, And can any truth be more 
manifeſt, than that it would greatly conduce 
to their advantage? How much would their 

6 ſtate 


t 
tate be improved, if for their benefit the rich 
and great would retrench all uſeleſs expence? 
At preſent what prodigious ſums are ſquan- 
dered away on magnificent” houſes, oſtenta- 
tious equipages, attendance of numerous ſer- 
vants, gay diverſions, and luxurious enter- 
tainments! If this wealth was employed in 
feeding the hungry, clothing the naked; heal- 
ing the ſick, and providing for the various 
exigencies of the poor, what a bleſſed change 
would be produced in their condition! 

If the doctrine of equality were carried into 
practice, a few happy conſequences would be 
experienced by the poor, which I think, are 
deſerving of more particular notice. 

One advantage, which they would derive 
from ſuch a change in their circumſtances, is, 
that they would be delivered from an abject 
ſtate of dependence upon thoſe above them for 
their daily bread, At preſent" they are taught 
to believe, they receive a favour, when em- 
ployment is given to them, and are reproach- 
ed with ingratitude, 'if they are not thankful, 
when an opportunity is furniſhed of procuring 
the neceſſaries of liſe. But if the rich and 
great would put themſelves into a ſtate of 
equality with the poor, no one would conti- 
nue any longer in this ſervile condition. 
| Another 
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Another happy conſequence flowing from 
the adoption of ſuch a meaſure, and nearly 
connected with the effect already mentioned is, 
that they would be relieved from that exceſ- 
five labour which they are obliged to perform 
in order to procure a ſubſiſtence. - It is not 
poſſible to. aſcertain the number of hands, 
which are employed in adminiſtering to the 
pride and luxury of the great and rich. But 
there is no doubt, that it is very conſiderable. 
Now if theſe hands were engaged in uſeful 
1 " induſtry, what great relief would be given to 
'F the labouring part of mankind. All the con- 
1 veniences of life would then be furniſhed by 
moderate work during eight or ten hours every 
day. Admitting this to be fact, we cannot 
fail of ſeeing, that the condition of the poor 
would by this means he very much improved. 
For I fear that at preſent many of them are 
obliged to follow hard labour twelve or four- 
teen hours every day in order to obtain a toler- 

able maintenance for their families. 
Another very important benefit, which 
would be derived from an equalization of rank 
} and condition amongſt men, is, that by this 
[ means the poor would be reſcued: from their 
preſent ſtate of extreme ignorance and depra- 
vity. It is a lamentable fact, that in many 
<4 620 pulaces 
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places their children are ſent to work twelve 
hours every day, as ſoon as they have acquired 
the uſe of their hands. While this is the 
caſe, how and when can they gain knowledge? 
Can we reaſonably wonder, that they ſhould 
be ſo extremely ignorant and wicked? And 
what remedy for this evil ſhall we find, which 


will be ſo effectual, as that, which I have men- 


tioned? If perſons of high rank and in afflu- 
ent circumſtances would refign their grandeur, 
luxury, and amuſements, and if the occupa- 
tions of labour were equally divided amonpft 
mankind, the whole period of childhood might 
be employed in receiving inſtruction. And it 
is eaſy to ſee, that by gaining knowledge at 
this early ſcaſon they would be not only more 
fully prepared for many uſeful employments, 
but their moral characters would be greatly 
exalted and improved. For there is no juſt 
reaſon to doubt, that many vices of the poor 
ariſe from ignorance. They are often unac- 
quainted with their duty and intereſt, . and if 
they had more leiſure for gaining knowledge, 
they would be furniſhed with ſeveral motives 


to right conduct, by which their minds are not 
at preſent influenced. 


The arguments, which have now ben 


urged 
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urged. in ſupport of the doctrine of equality 
of tank and condition amongſt men, are de- 
ſigned to ſhew its beneficial influence on the 
ſtate of the rich and poor, But to illuſtrate 
its importance ſtill more clearly, it will. be 
proper to mention another conſideration in its 
fayour, which is of a more extenſive nature. 
It is worthy of remark, that if it was carried 
into practice, it would put an entire end to 
the envy and contention, by which in every 
age the peace, good order, and happineſs of 
the world have been diſturbed. Is not pride 
the moſt common and fruitful ſource of con- 
fuſion and miſery amongſt men? Has not a 
ſtrife, who ſhall be the greateſt, occaſioned 
numberleſs quarrels and calamities in private 
life? Has not ambition been likewiſe the 
chief origin of thoſe cruel and ruinous wars, 
which have been frequently carried on between 
different nations? If we cloſely inveſtigate 
the cauſe of all contentions both civil and re- 
ligious, we ſhall find, that they have been 
chiefly, if not entirely owing to an exceſſive 
love of power or riches, But if an equaliza- 
tion of rank and condition were to take place, 
ambition and avarice would immediately ceaſe 
to exiſt, For as I have had repeated occaſion 
to obſerve, no equality can be maintained, 

while 
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while either of theſe diſpoſitions are ſuffered 
to operate. 


The force of the remarks, which have been 
now made in commendation of the doctrine, 
which we are examining, would be much en- 
creaſed, it I could produce an example of it's 
having been completely reduced to practice in 
modern times. I am not acquainted with any 
body of men, who have made an approach 
towards the eſtabliſhment of an equality 
amongſt themſelves, excepting the ſect of 
chriſtians denominated Quakers, They allow 
no titles or difference of rank, nor are there 
any perſons in very low circumſtances belong- 
ing to them. The only reſpect, in which 
they ſeem to fail in their compliance with the 
doctrine which we are conſidering, is, that 
ſome individuals amongſt them have been 
overcome by a deſire of poſſeſſing great wealth. 
But I with from their example particularly to 
obſerve in ſupport of the opinion, which I 
am maintaining, that we do not find in this 
ſect the diſtreſs, ignorance, and profligacy, 
which appear in the loweſt claſs of men amongſt 
the generality of chriſtians. Do we ever fee 
in our jails or our workhouſes any perſons of 
their denomination ? But if ſuch happy ef- 
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( 42) 
fects ariſe from an imperfect obſervance of the 
doctrine of equality, we have reaſon to expect 
that more important benefits to ſociety would 


reſult from a complete reduction of it into 
practice. 


I have now endeavoured to prove, that 
equality of rank and condition is a doctrine 
not only founded upon the authority of the 
new teſtament, but likewiſe ſupported by the 
principles of reaſon and benevolence. 


Lam aware, that this doctrine is contrary 
to the common and received opinion of man- 
kind, and that therefore many objections will 
be raiſed againſt it, . Thoſe, which appear to 
be moſt deſerving of notice, I propoſe to ex- 
amine, and hope to give a ſatisfactory anſwer 


to them. 


1. It will be alledged, that a difference 
of rank and condition has exiſted in every pe- 
riod of the world, and that therefore all ages 
have born. ample teſtimony to its utility.— 
Certainly antient and general opinion, ought 
not to be treated with contempt. Vet our 
deference to it may be carried to exceſs. De- 
ſpotic forms of civil government are the moſt 
antient and univerſal. But no perſon, who 

| | ; has 


63 
has enjoyed the bleſſings of liberty, would 
chooſe to live in a country, where ſuch an 
adminiſtration of public affairs is eſtabliſhed. 
A diſtinction of rank and condition cannot be 
proper, merely becauſe it has prevailed in all 
ages and countries. It ought to be admitted 
or rejected in proportion to its tendency to 
advance or diminiſh the happineſs of mankind. 
If the obſervations, which have been made 
with a view of ſhewing the beneficial influ- 
ence of an equality of circumſtances amongſt 
men, be therefore well founded, the objection 
under conſideration falls to the ground, and the 


arguments brought in its ſupport remain poſ- 
ſeſſed of all their force. 


2. Perhaps it will. be faid, that admitting 
the utility of the doctrine under examination, 
it is viſionary, enthuſiaſtic, and impracticable. 
It muſt be granted that pride, ſenſuality, and 
covetouſneſs are very common motives to ac- 
tion, and that mankind feel an almoſt, inſur- 
mountable difficulty in raiſing others to a level 
with themſelves. But a reluctance. to under- 
take what is right cannot be .confidered as a 
ſatisfactory excuſe for the negle& of duty, If 
it. could be admitted, all obligation to the 
practice of virtue would immediately ceaſe, 

F 2 There 
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There is, for example, ſo much profligacy and 
drunkenneſs amongſt men, that all attempts 
to render them chaſte and ſober ſeem: as fruit- 
leſs, as to reſtrain ambition, luxury, and ava- 
rice, The only conſideration deſerving of 
ſerious regard. is, whether in conſequence of 
eſtabliſhing an equality.of rank and condition 
mankind would be rendered more generally 
happy. Now I hope it has been clearly de- 
monſtrated, that ſuch a change would be pro- 
ductive of public good, and it is therefore 
the duty of every one to concur in promoting 
It. « 

Jeſus Chriſt was fully ſenſible of, the great 
reluctance, which perſons in high ſtation and 
affluent circumſtances would feel to comply 
with the terms of ſalvation, which he. has 
offered. He ſays, how hardly ſhall they, that 
have riches enter into the kingdom of God. 
But he has endeavoured. to convince. them, 
that it is their intereſt to ſacrifice their eaſe, 
plenty, and magnificence to the profeſſion of 
the goſpel. He aſſured his diſciples, that 
every one, that hath forſaken houſes, or bre- 
thren, or ſiſters, or father, or mother, orſwife, 
or children, or lands for his name's ſake, ſhall 
receive an hundred fold, and ſhall inherit eter- 
nal life. He bas alſo: given the rich ground 
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to expect, that if they cheerfully attempt to 
reſign the ſuperfluities of life, God will aſſiſt 
them in carrying their good purpoſes into ex- 
ecution. I am perſuaded, that if they would 
in good earneſt engage in the undertaking, 
they would not find it ſo difficult, as they 
imagine, to bring themſelves down to a level 
with the reſt of the world. With divine help 
they might contract their expences, and trans- 
fer the poſſeſſion of ſome part of their worldly 
ſubſtance every year, till at length they were 
reduced to that ſtate of equality, in which 
they were deſirous of living. 

It will be alledged, that tho' the rich and 
great ſhould contribute their part towards 
producing an equality of rank and condition, 
their exertions -would be defeated by thoſe, 
who at preſent are in low circumſtances. It 
will be ſaid, that tho' the poor were raiſed to 
a higher and more comfortable ſituation, they 
would by their idleneſs and extravagance be 
ſoon reduced to their former ſtate. This ob- 
jection is evidently ill founded, becauſe it im- 
plies, that a violation of duty in one perſon 
juſtifies the neglect of it in another. It ſome 
of the poor abuſe the advantages, which are 
put into their hands, their perverſe conduct 
does not releaſe the rich and proſperous from 
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an obligation to advance the welfare and com- 
fort of thoſe who are diſpoſed to improve the 
bleſſings, which they poſſeſs. Nor are they 
in conſequence of it leſs bound to practiſe a 
doctrine, which has a tendency to promote 
their own moral perfection, and capacity for 
happineſs. Beſides, the charge, which we 
are examining, does not lie more againſt the 
poor than againſt perſons in affluent circum- 
ſtances. Idleneſs and extravagance are vices 
which are ſeen in all conditions of life, But 
the conſideration, which is moſt deſerving of 
attention, 1s, that if the poor were raiſed to a 
higher and more comfortable ſtate, they would 
be reſcued from that extreme ignorance, which 
is the principal ſource of their depravity. In- 
deed the loweſt claſs of men in ſociety ac- 
cording to the preſent circumſtances of the 
world would no longer exiſt. If the eleva- 
tion, of which I am ſpeaking, was therefore 
to take place, there would be no greater abuſe 
of the comforts and bleſſings of life, than now 
appears amongſt perſons in the middle ſtation 
of life. 
Probably it will be ſtill further urged, that 
though an equality of rank and condition be 
right, and the higher and lower 'orders of 


men in ſociety ſhould unite their efforts to 


reduce 


('47 ) 
reduce ſuch a doctrine into practice, yet if 


they are not inſtructed in what manner they 


ſhall accompliſh their purpoſe, they can de- 
rive no benefit from a conviction of its im- 
portance. When the various habits and ex- 
pences of living in different countries are taken 
into conſideration, it ſeems very difficult to 
determine with preciſion what property or in- 
come upon an equalization of condition each 
individual or family would poſſeſs. What 
quantity of worldly ſubſtance every rich man 
deſirous of complying with the doctrine under 
examination ſhould reſerve for his own uſe, it 
muſt be left to his own judgment and con- 
ſcience to decide. Nor do I think, if he be 
ſincere and in earneſt, that he will meet with 
ſo much difficulty in doing this, as we are apt 
to imagine. He will eaſily fee, that in mak- 
ing his calculation not only the general cir- 
cumſtances of mankind, but likewiſe his own 
ſituation as a ſingle individual, or as the head 
of a ſmall or large family are to be taken into 
the account. But it appears ſcarcely reaſon- 
able to lay much ſtreſs upon the objection here 
urged, when it is conſidered, that the fame 
dificulty occurs in attempting to give an exact 
definition of ſeveral important virtues. For 
inſtance, it is not in the power of the moſt 
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accurate moraliſt to ſay what preciſe quantity 
of food the virtue of temperance requires, that 
every individual ſhould eat. It is plain, that 
ſome perſons ſtand in need of a larger portion 
than others. But ſhall we on this account 
aſſert, that our notions of temperance are vi- 
ſionary, or if it does exiſt, that it is impracti- 
cable. Moreover, tho' we cannot preciſely 
define what portion of food every man ought 
to take for the ſupport of life, yet there is evi- 
dently a certain quantity, which is uſeleſs and 
1 exceflive, In like manner a perſon may de- 
1 fire a certain meaſure of -worldly ſubſtance, 
8 which at the very firſt ſight muſt appear to 
= be inconſiſtent with the doctrine of equality. 
The main object, to which the rich and great 
ſhould attend, is therefore to guard againſt the 
poſſeſſion of ſo much property, as would ex- 
ceed that, which would fall to their ſhare, if 
an exact diviſion of the outward bleſſings of 
life was made throughout the world, or in the 
country, in which they reſide. After all, I 
am apprehenſive, that the difficulty, which 
Jam endeavouring to remove, does not ariſe 
ſo much from a want of knowledge, as from 
a want of inclination. Let perſons in affluent 
circumſtances be only ſincerely defirous of 
bringing themſelves to a level with the reſt of 
man- 
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6 mankind, and ap dn never enk S 
an error in judgment, as to occaſion a mate- 
rial departure from the doctrine under examĩ- 
nation. At leaſt that ſtrong bias, Which every 
man feels for his own intereſt, will prevent 
them from making any ſacriſices, which will 
be injurious to their own. comfort mes. Py 
pineſs. e lots; 


3. Let it not be aſſerted, that the wiſe 
creator has appointed ſo great difference of 
ſtation and circumſtances in human life, that 
the beauty and excellence of the moral cha- 
racter might he diſplayed: more conſpicuouſſy, 
and in ſeyeral different lights.“ I truſt, I 
have ſhewn, that an equality of rank and con- 
dition will produce this effect in a very emi- 
nent degree, and therefore this remark muſt 
be erroneous: and groundleſs. I have gone one 
ſep further, I have proyed, that a difference 
of ſtation and circumſtances has a very perni- 
cious influence on the moral character and 
happineſs of mankind. I have made it ap- 
pear; that wealth and power furniſh tempta- 
tions to pride, ſenſuality, avarice, a forgetful- 
neſs of God, and a neglect of the everlaſting 
concerns of the ſoul in a future ſtate, and that 

G po- 
Foſter's Sermons, vol. ii, page 156. 
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poverty ſinks a large proportion of .mankind 
to a ſervile dependance upon their fellow crea- 
tures, ſubjects them to hard labour and diſ- 
treſs, and keeps them in a condition of great 
ignorance and depravity. Surely it will not 
be maintained, that there is any beauty in a 
conſtitution of human affairs, which is pro- 
ductive of all theſe conſequences. 


4. In oppoſition to the doctrine, which 
we are examining, it is faid, that a difference 
of rank and condition is beſt adapted to a 
ſtate of diſcipline; that the various tempers 


of men require, that they ſhould be placed in 


different ſituations.* The force of this'objec- 
tion evidently depends upon the ſuppoſition, 
that the preſent circumſtances of mankind are 
always ſuited to their diſpoſitions. But is this 
really the caſe ? For example, are the extra- 
vagant, imperious, and diſſolute always in a 
ſtate of poverty and diſtreſs, which ſeems beſt 
calculated for ſubduing and correcting their 
tempers? Does it not as frequently happen, 
that they live in plenty, eaſe, and magnifi- 
cence? And is not ſuch a courſe of life ſure 
to-encreaſe the wrong tendency of their incli- 
nations? Beſides, the argument in favour of 
ine- 


* Foſter's Sermon, vol, ii, page 188. 
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inequality of rank and condition, Which we 
are examining, is founded upon à miſtaken 
idea of this world as a ſtate of trial and dif- 
cipline, To advance the moral perfection of 
mankind, it does not ſeem neceſſary to en- 
creaſe, but on the contrary to diminiſh the 
ſinful allurements and ſufferings of life. In 
the preſent unequal circumiſtances of the 
world, they are both often found too power- 
ful for human virtue. But if there was nei- 
ther want or ſuperfluity, the trials of men 
would be conſiderably leſſened, and their good 
diſpoſitions would be more likely to Me too 
RO and ſtability. 


5. With a view of maintaining. the Anion 
trine of ſubordination it' is argued, that we 
- ſee different orders of being amongſt the 
works of God in this world, and in the ſa- 
cred- ſcriptures are taught to believe, that in 
a future ſtate, there will be a diverſity of rank 
amongſt men; In particular we are told, that 
as one ſtar differeth from another in glory; ſo 
alſo ſhall be the reſurrection of the dead, and 
that the apoſtles ſhall fit on thrones as judges 
of the twelve tribes of Iſrael. - Doubtleſs there 
are different orders of being both in the ani- 
mal and vegetable world, but then we do not 

e G 2 obſerve 
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obſerve. different ranks. in the ſame ſpecies. 
Analogy does not therefore require, that there 


ſhould be a ſubordination amongſt the human 


race. In reſpect to the diſtinction which will 


appear at the general reſurrection, it ſeams to 
relate to moral and intellectual attainments, 


and not to advantages of outward condition. 
Perhaps it will be thought, that this aſſertion 
is eontradicted by the promiſe, made to the 
apoſtles, It is not eaſy to determine what is 


meant by ſitting on thrones, as judges of the 
twelve tribes of Iſrael. It could ſcarcely be 


deſigned to raiſe in them the expectation of 
extraordinary power. For their maſter had 
been juſt guarding them againſt a love of do- 
minion, and would not therefore encourage 
the indulgence of a paſſion, of which he had 


ſo nora expreſſed _ pace ff, 
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meet in human life is plainly calcu- 


hted to promote the general happineſd. It is 
imagined, that the comfort of our preſent be- 


ing would be prodigiouſſy diminiſhed / if there 


was not a proviſion made of a ſufficient num. 


ber of perfons to be employed in labotious und 


E 
* 
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ſervile offices, that contemplative: men we. 
have 8 1 for e of religion and 


morality, 


M 


morality, and improvement in uſeful arts and 
ſciences. I flatter myſelf that the objection 
here brought againſt the doctrine under exa- 
mination will not he at all regarded, when it 


is recollected, that I have ſhewn; that on the 


contrary: an equality of ſtation and circum- 
ſtances is highly conducive to the moral per- 
tection and happineſs of mankind. I would 
now add, that the doctrine, which I am en- 
deavouring to ſupport, if reduced into prac- 
tice, would be no impediment to the promo- 
tion of literature and uſeful ſcience. Have 
not the moſt important diſcoveries been made 
by perſons in the middle ſtation of life? 
Great wealth and power are not therefore re- 
quilite for the advancement of uſeful. arts and 
knowledge. And unhappy would it befor 
the human race, and diſhonorable to the di- 
vine government, if a larger part of mankind 
were obliged to live in a ſtate of fervility and 
hard labour: for the purpoſe of IP”: 16 the 
. 18 vols ay _ reſt of the world. 


B my 116 is aledged, hinchokebietatiohs 
poor is not greater than good management 
_ wouldenable them with eaſe to perform ; and 

that an benefit 3 ſrom it to 1 by 
., kflening 
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Foſter's Sermons, . ii, page 190. 
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leſſening it would be entirely loſt. It is ſaid, 
that they frequently ſpend two or three days 
in the week in idleneſs and drunkenneſs; and 
that in ſeaſons of ſcarcity, when proviſions 
are dear, they can maintain their family with- 
out much difficulty. That the labour of the 
poor is exceſſive I have had occaſion already 
to remark, and will here add a few obſerva- 
tions with a view of ſhewing, that the allega- 
tion here urged is founded on a miſtaken no- 
tion of their ſituation. If in ſome places, but 
more eſpecially in manufacturing countries the 
poor waſte ſome days every week in idleneſs 
and irregularity, let us examine, to what cauſe 
this evil is owing? When they have miſpent 
ſome portion of their time in this manner, are 
they not: obliged to have recourſe to almoſt 
inceſſant labour to ' redeem that, which has 
been loſt ? - Are they not under a neceſſity of 
beginning their work early in the morning and 
of continuing it to a late hour at night? And 
is not the conſequence of this courſe of living 
exactly ſuch, as might be reaſonably expect- 
ed? By long:confinement and inceſſant la- 
bour their ſtrength and ſpirits are entirely ex- 
hauſted, and relaxation becomes indiſpenſibly 
neceſſary. They feel ſuch an abhorrence of 
all work, that they cannot immediately return 


to 


. 


to it ; and in conſequence of their great igno- 
rance, having no reſort for rational amuſement 
they betake themſelves to drinking, and other 
irregularities of conduct. Now all this wea- 
rineſs and diſguſt with labour might be avoid- 
ed, if the rich would admit the poor to an 
equal ſhare of the good things of life with 
themſelves. A cloſe application to work 
would then become leſs neceſſary, the irk - 
ſomeneſs occaſioned by exceſſive labour would 
never be experienced, and they would have 
leiſure for acquiring that knowledge, which 
is requiſite for improving their morals, and 
refining their amuſements. To ſay, chat the 
poor do not ſuffer any great hardſhips, becauſe 
in times of great ſcarcity and diſtreſs they can 
perform more work, than they do in general, 
affords no proof, that their preſent ſituation is 
not uncomfortable. Let any man impartially 
reflect upon the quantity of labour, to which 
perſons in low circumſtances are obliged to 
ſubmit, and he muſt conſider it as exceſſive, 
unleſs he believes, that God created one part 
of mankind to adminiſter in a ſervile manner 


to. the pride, eaſe, and luxury of the reſt of 


the world: 
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of inequality of rank and condition, that by 
retaining the poſſeſſion of great riches man- 
kind will be enabled to practice a very en- 
larged: benevolence, and to oppoſe and defeat 
the purpoſes of the proud tyrant and oppreſ- 
ſor. Doubtleſs ſuch an application of great 
wealth is laudable and divine. But it is not 
foruſeful as the conduct, which I. am recom- 
mending. A larger quantity of happineſs 
would be produced by dividing our property 
into equal ſhares with the neceſſitous, than 
by diſtributing our income ariſing from the 
poſſeſſion of it in the ſame proportion amongſt 
them. By this means ſeveral families would 
be raiſed to a ſtate of comfort and indepen- 
dence. It is highly probable alſo, that by the 
ſkilb-and induſtry of many worldly ſubſtance 
would be more improved than if it remained 
in the hands of an individual. Perhaps it 
may be further alledged, that ſome undertak 
ings cannot be carried on without a large ca- 
pital, or at leaſt that they may he conducted 
with greater advantage on an enlarged than a 
confined ſcale. But admitting the fact (which 
appears queſtionable) might not ſeveral per- 
ſons have ſhares in a large undertaking, and 
divide the profits equally amongſt them? I 
fear, that thoſe, who urge the plea, which I 
| am 


("$9"): 


"hw examining, are more deſirous of their 
own aggrandizement, than promoting the 
public good. | 


9. Another objection to the doctrine, 
which I have been advancing is, that it ſup- 
preſſes that ſtrong defire of riches and honour, 
which is a powerful incentive to ingenuity and 
induſtry. It cannot be denied, that ſuch a with. 
has excited ſome individuals to make improve- 
ments in uſeful arts and ſciences. But are there 
not . other motives, which will produce- the 
ſame. effect? May not a man be as active and 
induſtrious, when the advancement of general 
happineſs is the leading object of his purſuit, 
as when he. is labouring for his own private 
honour and..cmolument ? And ſhould the ex- 
ertion of his talents be crowned with ſucceſs, 
may he not derive as much happineſs from 
diſtributing amongſt his fellow men the fruits 
of his labour. and ingenuity, as from ſquand- 
dering them away in luxury and magni- 
ficence? 


| e * it is aid, why an 
equality of rank and condition ſhould not take 
place, is, that it would prevent the exerciſe 
of ſeveral amiable and excellent diſpoſitions ;. 
H that 


(An 


that if for inſtance, there were not ſome rich 
and ſome poor, there would be but little ſcope 
for the exerciſe of charity and gratitude, ., But 


it may be replied, that tho' the general ſtate of 


mankind would 'be much improved by being 
brought nearly to an equality, yet every cauſe 
of diſtreſs would not be removed by this 
means. Imprudence or misfortune would be 
continually furniſhing opportunities to the 
ſuccefsful for the practice of benevolence, and 
to the afflicted for the indulgence of a grateful 
diſpoſition. Happy would it be indeed, if the 
compliance with the doctrine under conſider- 
ation would entirely take away all miſery from 
the world; this effect would amply compen- 
fate for every inconvenience ariſing from the 
practice of it. But there is no reaſonable 
ground to expect, that this will ever be the 


caſe. 


11. Further, in oppoſition to the doc- 
trine, which we have been examining it has 
been obſerved, that in the new teſtament the 
diſtinction of rich and poor is eſtabliſhed and 
allowed every where amongſt believers.“ If 
this be a fact, I confeſs my ignorance of it. 


I think, that I have abundantly ſhewn, that 


Jeſus 
* Secker's Sermons, vol. iii, page 224. 


1 
Jeſus Chriſt in his diſcourſes has clearly point - 
ed out the great guilt and danger of poſſeſſing 
riches, and that his apoſtles have inculcated 
the ſame doctrine. In the epiſtles of the lat- 
ter the rich are mentioned, but with no other 
view than to admonith them of their faults, 
and inſtruct them in their duty; Slanderers 
and drunkards are alſo addreſſed for the ſame 
purpoſes. But can it be inferred from hence, 
that the exiſtence of either of theſe characters 
is approved ? The ſame apoſtle wha charges 
the rich not to be high minded or: traſt in 
uncertair riches, but to do good and be ready 
to communicate, tells us, that having food and 
raiment we ſhould therewith be content. He 
alſo adds, that they, who will be rich, fall 
into temptations and a ſnare, and into fooliſh 
and hurtful luſts, which drown men in de- 
ſtruction and perdition ; for the love of money 
is the root of all evil, which, while ſome co- 
veted after, they have erred from the faith 
and pierced themſelves through with many 
ſorrows, The apoſtle Paul here points out 
very ſtrongly the finfulneſs of - riches, and 
earneſtly exhorts Timothy to flee theſe things: 


12. The laſt objection to the doctrine, 


which I have been examining, of which I 
H 2 ſhall 
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ſhall now take notice, is, that no attempt to 
deſtroy a difference of condition amongſt men 
can be made without the moſt dreadful. in- 
juſtice, confuſions, and miſchiefs in human 
ſociety.* It will appear, that there is no juſt 
ground to expect any of theſe effects, if the 
queſtion under conſideration be clearly and 
properly underſtood. Suppoſing an equality 
of rank and condition was to take place in 
conſequence of a voluntary ſurrender by. the 
rich of all honorary. diſtinctions and ſuper- 
fluities, might not the ſeveral profeſſions and 
employments of men be purſued with the ſame _ 
regularity and ſucceſs as they are at preſent. 
Neither the profeſſions of medicine, law, and 
divinity, or the buſineſs of the farmer, manu- 
facturer, and merchant would be diſturbed. 
The various offices of civil government might 
alſo be ſtill diſcharged without interruption or 
delay. Nor would the doctrine of equality, 
as I have now ſtated it, excite the lower or- 
ders of men to violence and inſurrection. The 
change of circumſtances, which the practice 
of it would occaſion, muſt come from the 
rich and great themſelves. An equalization 
of property, if produced by any other means, 
is neither conſiſtent with the precepts of 
chriſti- 
* Secker's Sermons, vol, iii, page 224. 
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chriſtianity, or the principles of reaſon and 
benevolence. If perſons in a low and indi- 
gent condition were to attempt ſuch a revo- 
lution, it would become the duty of the civil 


magiſtrate to oppoſe and defeat their deſigns. 


From the view, which has now been taken 
of the objections againſt an equality of rank 
and condition amongſt men, it appears, that 
they chiefly ariſe from a miſapprehenſion of 
the doctrine. I hope, that the anſwers, which 
have now been given, will be generally thought 
to be ſatisfactory; and that the truth, which 
I have been endeavouring to eſtabliſh, is fully 
demonſtrated, But if an equality of rank and 
condition be founded upon the authority of 
the new teſtament, and dictated by the prin- 
ciples of reaſon and beneyolence, does it not 
become the duty of the rich and great to bring 
themſelves down as nearly as poſſible to a level 


with the reſt of mankind? For the accom- 


pliſhment of fo laudable a purpoſe, let them 
therefore attentively conſider, what ſhare of 
worldly property, or what income they ought 
to poſſeſs, and then act accordingly. By pur- 
ſuing ſuch conduct they will become entitled 
to higher reſpect, than could be derived from 
the moſt ſplendid rank, and plentiful circum- 

ſtances. 
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ſtances. They will alſo nobly imitate the diſ- 
tinguiſhed benevolence and humility of our 
lord Jeſus Chriſt, who, though he was rich, 
yet for our fakes he became poor, that we 
through his poverty might be rich. By di- 
veſting themſelves of their wealth and gran- 
deur, they will likewiſe ſecure the favour and 

* approbation of their judge at the great day of 
retribution. He will ſay unto them: Inaſmuch 
as ye have made theſe ſacrifices for the relief 
and comfort of my poor afflicted brethren, ye 
have-done them unto me, 


THE END, 
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